Resources for Fundraisers and Grant Seekers  

by M. Windsor Vest

1. Charity Channel


www.charitychannel.org
Charity Channel provides extensive fundraising and Grantwriting resources for the nonprofit community. A $37 subscription grants access for one year. Sign up for Don Greismann’s Grant Opportunities alert list.

2.   Foundation Center



www.foundationcenter.org
The Foundation Center is primarily a fee-based funder search site but has a large amount of good educational material that is free to the public. Explore the Getting Started, FAQ, Foundation Finder, 990 Tracker (to learn more about a given funder), and Gain Knowledge sections.   

3.  GrantStation




www.grantstation.com
GrantStation is another fee-based search engine that offers an excellent newsletter and other articles that are either free to the public or low priced. Look at GrantStation Insider ($89 per year) and their Tracks to Success articles (free). Washington State has a collaborative agreement with GrantStation to post state funding opportunities on the GrantStation site. This listing is available to members or may be accessed free of charge through a library with a Cooperative Collection (see below).

4.  Local Libraries

King County Library System, Redmond Library



www.kcls.org/philanthropy
The King County Library System, Redmond branch, has an extensive Nonprofit and Philanthropy Resource Center that is available to anyone seeking grant funding. They have a fairly complete collection of print materials and free access, at the library, to most of the major fee-based search engines. You need a KCLS library card but they work with residents of other counties to make that happen. I was able to get a KCLS library card using my Sno-Isle Library card. Resource librarian, Jeannette Privat, is a wealth of research information and will help the grant seeker through the process of learning to use their facility. 

Seattle Public Library Fundraising & Nonprofits Resource Center 


www.spl.org/default.asp?pageID=collection_db_list&dbpage=3#Fundraising&Nonprofits
A similar collection held at the King County Library System with similar access.

5.   Foundation Center Cooperating Collections


www.foundationcenter.org/collections/ccwa.html
The Foundation Center offers its fee-based funder search programs to designated libraries across the country. Each participating library pays an annual subscription fee that allows them to offer free public access. In most cases, the grant seeker will have to access these search engines through library computers but this makes an extensive amount of funder search information available to anyone living in the vicinity of a Cooperating Collection. 

6.  Puget Sound Grantwriters Association 

www.grantwriters.org
An excellent resource for anyone in the Washington State as they have a listserve, bimonthly program meetings, and an online list of resources. As a member you can access transcripts of the programs if you are unable to attend. Especially look at Ken Ristine’s monthly blog. Also look at their Learning to Write Grants resource page.

7.  Writing resources:  Non-Profit Guides at www.npguides.org
